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REPORT 


ADMINISTRATION OF COCHIN 

M. E* 1096. 

(JGth August 1920 to lOtli August 1921.) 

CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL AND POLITICAL- 

PERSONNEL. 


THE principal events of the year were tbe following:— 

The visit of Sis Excellency the Governor of Madras :—His Excellency ^ 

Lord Willingdon, the Governor of Madras, accompanied by Her Excellency Ladyu» sorraort 
Willingdon, visited the State in October 1920, on the invitation of His Highness vWt - 
the Maharaja. His Excellency first arrived at Parambikulam on the 16th Octo¬ 
ber where he was received by the Diwan. Having stayed for 3 days at Parambi- 
kulamin the heart of the Cochin Forests, His Excellency left Parambikulam in 
a tramway special on the 19th October 1920. At Chalakudi, His Excellency was 
joined by Her Excellency from Shoranur and the combined party of Their 
Excellencies left Chalakudi by special train for Brnakulam which was reached at 
5-40 p. M. Hi s Highness the Maharaja accompanied by the Elaya Baja received 
Their Excellencies at the Ernakulam Railway Station. The next morning Their 
Excellencies crossed over to Mattancherry and visited the old Coronation Palace 
and the Jewish Synagogues where Their Excellencies were shown the scriptural 
rolls- and other sacred objects of antiquity and interest. At noon His Excellency 
reoeived a State visit from His Highness the Maharaja and shortly after from the 
Elaya Baja. In the evening His Excellency returned His Highness the Maha¬ 
raja’s visit at the Darbar Hall. Their Excellencies then visited all important 
public offices at Ernakulam. A State banquet was given at 8-30 P. M. the same 
day in honour of Their Excellencies. 

At the conclusion of the banquet His Highness the Maharaja first 
proposed the toast of His Majesty the King-Emperor which was duly honoured. 

His Highness then proposed the health of the distinguished guests in the follow- ; 
ing Words:— 
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His Excellency conolncled his speech by expressing his hope that His Highness would bo 
spared lor many a long year to come to rule justly and wisely o?er the people committed to his 

On the 21st Their Excellencies paid a visit to British Cochin and the Tata 
Oil Mills at Emakulam. Her Excellency in the afternoon performed the opening 
ceremony of the ophthalmic Hospital and in the evening Their Excellencies at¬ 
tended a Garden Party at the Darbar Hall to which all members of His High¬ 
ness’ family, the chief European and Indian residents and the principal Govern¬ 
ment officials of the State were invited. At 7-30 a. m. the next day Their 
Excellencies and party left for Travaneore- 

Hereditary title 2. Another important event which made the year memorable in the 

•i Mabarsia. anna j s o{ t he g tate was t b e bestowal as a New Year Honour of the hereditary title 
of ‘Maharaja’ on the Rulers of the State as a mark of Imperial recognition. A 
Public Darbar was held in the Darbar Hall on the 7th June 1921, in which 
all the Darbar officers and leading citizens of the State were present when 
Mr. Burkitt, the British Resident, presented to His Highness the Sannad of the 


VMtrfB&c. 4. Sir C. Sankaran Nayar, member of the India Council, accompanied 

SmkaiauNcyM-by Lady Sankaran Nayar paid a visit to the State daring the year. They 
arrived at Emakulam on the 20th December 1920. Two days later a Garden 
Party attended by His Highness the Maharaja and the important citizens, of 
the State was held in the Darbar Hall grounds in honour of the guests. On 
the 23rd the party left Emakulam for Triohur where a Ladies' Garden Party 
was held in honour of Lady Sankaran Nayar. The party then left for Ottapalam 
the next day. 

5. The Hon’ble Mr. K. Srinivasa Iyengar, member of the Executive 
Mi. Srinivasa Counoil of His Excellency the Governor of Madras, paid a private visit to the 
lymem. state the year. The Hon’ble member arrived at Triohur on the -29th June 


th * 7. During t 

the year—one male 
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CHAPTER II, 


FINANCIAL REVIEW- 


T HE financial position of the State at the close of the year under report 
compared with that at the close of the previous five years is shown in the sub¬ 
joined statement: — 


48,17,336 

46,36,098 


44,71,082 

43,46,571 

47,19,113 

52,84,275 


6,80,722 

19,368 

— 43,097 


30,72,247 

30,29,150 


12. .Compared to the year just previous, the year under report showed a 
large decrease in receipts, and an increase in expenditure thus resulting in a 
deficit of Rs. 43,097: This deficit, it may be explained at the very outset, is only 
apparent and is due to a portion of the receipts of more than a lakh of rupees 
under Customs for the year having been received only after the expiry of the year. 
The financial transactions of the year thus resulted in reducing the net surplus 
of Rs. 30,72,247 to the credit of the State at the close of 1095 to Rs. 30,29,150 
at the close of 1096 against Es. 31,31,746 anticipated in the Bevised Estimate 
for the year. 


13. The budget estimate of revenue and expenditure for the year worked 
to a surplus of Rs. 1,73,100 the anticipated receipts and expenditure being" 
Es. 59,44,200 and Rs. 57,71,100 respectively. In the revised estimates, however, 
only a surplus of Es. 59.500 was anticipated on the basis of a total revenue of 
Es. 59,88,500 and a total expenditure of Es. 59,29,001. But the actual trans¬ 
actions of the year resulted in a deficit of Rs. 43,097 as stated above, the gross 
revenue and expenditure being Rs, 60,22,543 and Es, 60,65,640 respectively. 
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Against these decreases there were however appreciable increases under 
the heads ‘Abkari’, ‘Tobacco’, ‘Bailway’, ‘Education’ and 'Land Revenue*. The 
increase under ‘Abkari’ (Es. 1,49,667) and ‘Tobacco’ (Rs. 60,934) is due to the 
higher rentals fetched and that under ‘Railway’ (Rs. 42,929) is the outcome of 
increased traffic and higher rates of fare introduced. The opening of additional 
divisions and new schools and the enhanced rates of fees account for the increase 
(Rs.33,568 Junder ‘Education’ while the increase under ‘Land Revenue’(Rs. 29,399) 
was the result of the sale of accretion lands. 


16. The total expenditure under service heads amounted to Rs. 60,66,640, as 
against Rs. 67.71,100, theBudget Estimate and Rs. 59,29,000, the Revised Estimate 
for 1096; Compared with the actuals of the previous year, viz., Rs. 69,47,640 
there was an increase in expenditure of Rs. 1,18,000 during the year under report. 
The increases arc noticeable nnder ‘Scientific, etc., Departments’, ‘Railway’, 
‘Palace’, ‘Education’ and ‘Land Revenue’. The most prominent increase is under 
‘Scientific, etc., Department’ (Rs. 1,67,633) due to the launching of the Munnar 
Railway scheme, tho extended T operation3 of the Potteries under an expert and the 
organisation of the Industries Department. The increase nnder ‘Railway’ 
(Rs. 1,16,305) is due to the increased cost of maintenance and that under ‘Palace’ 
(.Rs. 1,08,000) is the result of the revision of the palace scheme and the consequent 
raerestsed oontnbntion fixed. Tire increased expenditure of Rs. 1,06,787 under. 
‘Sdueation’ is attributable to the opening of new schools and classes and the raising 
of standards of certain schools and to the grant of increments to teachers, etc., 
while the increase of Rs. 32,091 under‘‘Land Revenue’ is mainly due to the 
revision of the Land Revenue Department. 


Against these increases there were decreases notably under ‘Public 
Works’ (Rs. .2,81,224) due to less works undertaken, ‘Miscellaneous’ (Rs. 1,72,856) 
due to the fact that the increased expenditure in the previous year was on account 
of the Delhi tour,‘Agriculture and Fisheries* (Rs. 41,745) the increased expen¬ 
diture in the previous year being due to the land acquisition charges of a cocoanut 
experimental Btation and 'Excise' (Rs. 30,929) due to the deduction of the cost 
of salt short delivered by the contractor.. 


17. The year opened with a cash balance of Rs. 17,86,607 against opening and 
Es. 22,36,728 provided in theBudget and closed with a cash balance of dMiag Wuum. 
Rs. 15,97,450 against Rs. 24,09,028 provided in the Budget and Rs. 17,18,607 in 
the Revised Estimates of the year. The closing balance consisted of the actual cash 
balance in the several treasuries of the State to the extent of Rs. 9,72,693 and the 
balance in the current account with the National Bank of India Limited, Cochin, 
amounting to Rs. 8,13,814. In addition to this there were investments of surplus 
balance amounting to Rs. 17,22,439 of which nearly Rs. 14,13,834 lay in Fixed 
Deposits in the N ational Bank of India, the Indian Bank and the Imperial Bank of 
India, Cochin, Rs, 52,600 in the 1945—55 war bonds, Rs." 82,600 in the Vaniam- 
para Rubber Company, Rs. 1,20,000 in the Cochin Tanneries, Rs. 25,000 in the 
Nedungadi Bank and Rs. 28,446 in the Trichtir Saw Mills. The actual cash 
balance to the credit of the State at the end of 1096 was, therefore, Rs. 33,19,889 
(Rs. 15,97,450 in cash and Rs. 17,22,439 in securities). 


18. A sum of Rs. 75,000 was borrowed in the course of the year from the 
Devaswam Department and lent to the Vaniampara Rubber Company. Out of 
the 4 per cent Debenture Loan of ten lakhs of Rupees a sum of Rupees 10,000 
still remains to be paid and will be repaid when the owner of it, who is a minor, 
attains his majority. 













CHAPTER III. 


LEGISLATION. 


'The following Regulations were passed during the year :— paS”*®®" 

(1) Regulation I of 1096.—A Regulation to amend the Cochin Tobacco 
Regulation VII of 1084. 

(2) Regulation II of 1096.—A Regulation to provide for the prevention 
of smoking by youthful persons in Cochin. 

(3) Regulation HI of 1096.—A Regulation to amend the Cochin Civil 
Courts Regulation IJI of 1076. 

(4) Regulation IV of 1C96.—A Regulation to consolidate and amend 
the Law checking the unauthorised occupation of Government lands. 

(5) Regulation V of 1096.—A Regulation to provide for the protec¬ 
tion of telephone lines in the State. 

(67 Regulation VI of 1096.—A Regulation to amend the Cochin Suc¬ 
cession Certificate Regulation VII of 1095. 

(7) Regulation VII of 1096.—A Regulation to make provision for the 
cane of the person and estates of Lunatics; to prescribe general rules by which 
the State of mind of persons who are alleged to be lunatics may be enquired into 
and ascertained and to provide for the reoeption and detention of Lunatics in 
Asylums established for that purpose. 

(8) Regulation VHI of 10S6.—A Regulation to amend the Cochin Co¬ 
operative Societies Regulation TV of 1088. 

(9) Regulation IX of 1096.—A Regulation to amend the Cochin 
Succession Certificate Regulation YU of 1095. 

(10) Regulation X of 1096.—A Regulation to provide for the grant of 
Probate of “Wills and Letters of Administration to the estates of deceased persons. 

(11) Regulation XI of 1096.—A Regulation to amend the Law relat¬ 
ing to Town Councils in the State. 

22. The following Proclamations were issued during the year:— ProoiimiaHM 

O) Proclamation dated 31st Karkadagam 1096 assuming management ,ls ' lea ' 
of the Ramapatanam Zemindar’s properties situated in Cochin. 

(2) Proclamation dated 1st Xanni 1096 withdrawing the provisions 
of the proclamation dated 13th ATeenam 1093 regarding the export of silver bul¬ 
lion and coins from Cochin. 

(3) Proclamation dated 15th Vrischigam 1098 withdrawing the provi¬ 
sions of the proclamation dated 15th Thulam 1094 regarding the melting, breaking 
up or use otherwise than as currency of any current gold or silver eoin in Cochin. 





(2) Rules under section 7 of the Cochin Tillage Panchayat Regulation 

V of 1089. 

(3) Rules under the Cochin Arias Regulation II of 1084. 

(4) Rules under seotions 10 to 18, 24 and 25 of the Cochin Ahkari 
Regulation I of 1077. 

(5) Rules under section 10 of the Coohin Land Conservancy Regulation 
IV of 1096. 

(6) Rules under seotions 59 and 60 of the Cochin Prisons Regulation 

VI of 1076, 

xum onto 24. At the close of the year under report the following bills were under 

the consideration of the Darbar: — 


(1) The revision of the Companies Regulation, 

(2) The Negotiable Instruments Regulation. 

(3) The Specific Relief Regulation. 

(4) The Court of WardB Regulation. 

(6) Revision of the Civil Procedure Code. 

(6) The Panchayat Amendment Regulation. 

(7 ) Amendment to the British Post Offices Regulation. 

(8) The Regulation for the repeal of certain enactments. 

(9) The Nambudiri Religious Institutions Regulation. 

(10) Regulation to exempt Paliam from the operation of cer 
ihe Nair Regulation. 

(11) A Regulation to define and an 
Sion among Christians in Cochin. 


le law applicable to 





1923—21] LBG1BL1U0H 11 

(7) Suits valuation. 

J8> Revision of the Tenancy Regulation, 

(9) Amendment to the Police Regulation. 

(10) Law relating to juvenile offenders. 

(Ill Regulation to legalise the taking possession of lands reclaimed or 
reformed on the Arabian Sea Coast. 




CHAPTER IV. 


ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS AND CHANGES- 


ACCOUNT DEPARTMENT. 

J^R. M. I. Virkkey continued to be in charge of the department- throughout 
the year as Comptroller of Accounts. The temporary staff of one Super¬ 
intendent, three auditors and a peon entertained in 1095 to cope with the 
increased work of the department was continued throughout the year- A revision 
of the pay of the Audit staff was also effected during the year. 

LAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

27. M. R- Ry. Rao 8ahib T. V. Kasturi Ranga Iyer Avergal continued to 
be in oharge of the department. During the course of the year he was relieved of 
his work of supervision over the Village Panchayats. The department was 
thoroughly reorganised and an increase of pay was granted to all officers below 
the rank of Tahsildars- 

There was an increase in the number of processes issued for the col¬ 
lection of revenue as compared with that of the previous year. The collection 
work was as usual very satisfactory. 

The question of adopting the necessary measures to stop erosions off 
the coast of the Cochin-Kanayannur and Cranganur Taluks still remained under 
consideration when the year closed. 

VILLAGE PANCHAYATS. 

28. Twenty-eight Panchayats were constituted in the year thus bringing 
their total number to 84. The year has thus seen the flnal stage of expansion of a 
system of popular government, which, first tentatively begun in certain important 
villages in 1089, has by the comparatively little space of less than eight years become 
so very popular and spread itself into every nook and comer of the State. 
There-is now no rural area in the State whioh does not enjoy the benefit of the 
boon of local self-government in its primitive form except five villages of a semi- 
urban character, where the Municipal Regulation is proposed to be introduced. 

Twenty-seven of these Panchayats are exercising judicial functions as well. 
Including those pending at the close of 1096, the 27 Panchayat courts had in all 
3,100 suits for disposal of which 2,833 were disposed of leaving 267 pending. 

In view of the increase in the number of Panchayats, the control over them 
was removed from theDiwan Peishkar and the Tahsildars and placed in the 
hands of a special full-time officer designated the Registrar of Village Panchayats. 
The laws and rules framed for their administration were also carefully revised in 
the light of experience gained during the last seven years. 





The amendments to the Co-operative Societies Regulation and tho 
rales framed for the settlement of disputes touching the business of societies by 
arbitrator's that were under consideration at tbe close of 1095 were passed in the 


AGRICULTURE AMD FISHERIES. 

30. Mr. I. Raman Menon continued to be in charge of the department. 
The lands required for the organisation , of the Coeoanut Experimental Station in 
the Cochin Kanayannur Taluk were handed over to the department during the 
course of the year and a scheme of operations was sanctioned for starting work. 
The Central Farm received careful attention. As in previous years, the pupil 
teachers of the Sirkar Training School at Trichur continued to receive practical 
lessons in agriculture at the Farm. 


The Kole Committee submitted its report and orders were passed 
thereon. Government are awaiting the Chief Engineer’s report on the investi¬ 
gation ordered into the scheme of irrigation works of the Chalakudi river- The 
reports submitted by the special officer who investigated the various projects 
-■ for improving wet cultivation m the several' taluks of the State, remained under 
■consideration when the year closed. 


Towards the close of the year, the Diwan Peishk&r submitted a 
. preliminary report after conducting the necessary investigations in the matter of 
. bringing more lands under wet cultivation, particularly by the disafforestation and 
assignment of Forest -Ressrves unsuitable for valuable forest growth. Orders 
have since been passed approving of his proposals and a special officer has been 
. appointed for attending to the work. 


MINOR IRRIGATION. 


81. The maintenance and management of chiras, &o., coming tinder 
the minor irrigation scheme under the supervision of the Diwan Peishkar, con¬ 
tinued to be satisfactory. The programme for effecting repairs and improvements 
to the ohirap, &a., referred to in para 27 of the . Administration Report for 1091 
M. E. was followed. 

ABKARI. 

32.’ Mr. H .W. M.-Btown oontinued to be in charge of the department 
«H tth -Meenam 1096r when Mr. M. A. Chakhq, the Superintendent of Police 
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WPIV. _.- 

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL DEPARTMENT. 

45. The Mechanical Department was reconstituted in the course of 
the year with a full time Mechanical and Electrical Engineer with the duties and 
responsibilities appertaining to the appointment of old except the supervision 
over the Tramway line and the Tramway workshop . The motor cars and 
motor boats were also placed under his charge. He was also given a staff con¬ 
sisting of three clerks including the head clerk, one accountant, one typist and 
four peons and one lascar. 

The Canal Navigation Scheme was brought into force during the 
year and made to work under the supervision of the Mechanical and Electrical 
Engineer. The canal system comprises three sections, Emakulam, Mattancherry 
and Crangannr under three oanal Superintendents each with a staff consisting 
of one olerk, one maistry, one painter and three lascars. 

INSTRUCTION. 

46. Mr. F. S. Davies continued to be in charge of the department 
throughout the year. The designation of his offioe was changed from Director of 
Education to Director of Public Instruction. The report of the Committee 
appointed to revise the Education Code was received and Government passed 
orders thereon and brought the new Code into force with effect from 24th Edavam 
1096. Among other things the new Code abolished the IV Class and III Form 
public examinations, reduced the minimum number of attendances of pupils, 
raised the minimum qualification of Primary school teachers, introduced several 
new scholarships for the backward classes and for Huhammedans and a system 
of half-free scholarships for poor pupils and raised the scale of tuition fees. All 
backward classes were allowed the concession of half fees. 

The number of schools in existence and the number of pupils 
attending them showed a decided inorease. Five incomplete High schools 
became fully developed, three of them being Girls’ High schools and Form V 
was opened in two Girls’ High schools and one Girls’ Lower Secondary school was 
raised to the standard of High school by opening Form IV. The aided High 
sohool at Nemmara having been closed in the year a new Government High 
school for boys was opened there in its place. The Namboori Vidyalayam was 
raised to a fully developed High school under Government management Several 
Primary schools, Government and Aided, were newly opened and the standards 

The minimum stipend to teachers under training in the Training 
School was raised to Rs. 15. Ten graduates including three women graduates 
were sent for training, the latter to the Queen Mary’s College, Madras. A special 
hostel with concessional rates was opened at Ernakulam for the use of the 
Valans and an a further encouragement to Mnhammedans, Arabic teachers 
were appointed [in schools situated in important Muhammedan centres. Many 
schools for the benefit more especially of the backward classes were opened in 
different places, the most noteworthy of them being the Kadar sohool at 
Parambikulam, the centre of the Cochin forests. 

The Tutors’ posts in the Emakulam College were abolished and 
demonstrators for Physios and Chemistry and an Assistant for History were 
appointed instead. 
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INDUSTRIES. 

•17. Mr. G. Subbnswamy Iyer continued to be in charge of the Department 
throughout the year. Seven new scholarships were awarded during the year for 
the study of industrial and commercial subjects. Including the two awarded last 
year this brings the number of scholarship holders to 9. The industrial section 
of the Museum continued to do good work and a branoh of it was opened in the 
Krishna Vilas Palace, Emakulam, A separate Board for conducting the Final 
Industrial Examinations for girls was formed with the Superintendent of Indus- 


IV. 






CHAPTER V. 



as against Es. 59,650 in 1095. The difference is, as explained in the last year’s 
report, due to the fluctuating nature of the items under this head. The demand 
under ‘Capital’ was Es. 93,950, as against Es. 77,281 in 1095. The increase is 
due to the sale of accretions in the Coehin-Kanay&nnur Taluk and the forest 
exclusions in the Talapilly Taluk. 

51. The aggregate demand under tLand Eevenue ’ amounted to 
Rs. 12,44,933 of which Es. 12,43,862 was collected and Es. 661 written off, leav¬ 
ing a balance of Es. 410 at the end of the year, as against Es. 782 in 1095. The 
percentage of collection to the current demand was 99'9. 

52. The arrear demand at the beginning of the year amounted to Es. 1,749 
as against Es. 1,563 in 1095 of which Es. 651 was collected and Rs. 218 written 


53. The total revenue collected under all heads of ‘Laud Eevenue’ amount¬ 
ed to Bs. 12,44,545, as against Rs. 12,15,146 in 1095 or 99’8 per cent of the total 
demaud as in previous years. 

“■ 54. The total expenditure under‘Land Eevenue’including that on‘Co¬ 

operative Sooieties’ amounted to Es. 2,67,358, as against Es. 2,35,267 in 1095. 
The increase is due mainly to the ro-organisation of the Eevenue Department and 
the contribution madecn account of the new Panchayats opened in 1096. 

55. The total number of cases involving coercive measures was 6 209 as 
against 4,028 in 1095; out of these 5,074 were only demand notices and 111 di 8 - 
trainie. There were 2 cases of sale of moveable property, 4 cases of Nadupattam 





LAND RECORDS. 


56. The Land Records staff continued to attend to works of the same 
nature as iu the previous years. The work of verification of survey marks was 1 
fair, but the attention paid to their repair and renewal was not satisfactory. A 
survey school for training subordinates of the Revenue Department was held 
at Trichur for 7 months. 

WARD’S ESTATE. 

57. There was only one Estate under the management of the Government 
viz., the Ramapattanam Eemindari lands in the State. The management of the 
lands was on the whole satisfactory. 

BOUNDARY DISPUTES. 

58. The question of the ownership of the portion o£ the backwater 
near Ramanthuruthu still remained undecided when the year closed. 

AGRICULTURE. 


59. The Central Farm at OUukara received careful attention. A thrash- ; 
ing shed, a paddy store and a liquid manure pit were constructed. The cattle- 
stall works were completed. The planting of avenues and the filling up of gaps 
were continued. The orchards and the plantations were greatly improved and 
considerable additions were made to the live stock. As in the previous year, 

ant local vegetables were cnltivated in the Farm successfully. The experimental 
work on paddy with different kinds of manures begun in 1093 was continued and 
the results recorded. 

The lands required for the Coeoanut Experimental Station in the 
Cochin-Kanayanmir Taluk came into the possession of the Department only 
late in the year. Fences were put up and clearing operations were started. A 
portion of the lands which had received proper tillage operations was sown with 
paddy. The interspaces and the margins of beds of coeoanut trees were culti¬ 
vated with ragi and cow-peas which form a happy combination. A crop of 
vegetables was taken in a small extent and manures were applied to all the exist- 

60. As in the previous year, demonstration work in manuring paddy 
lands, coeoanut trees and tillage operations, supply of seeds, seedlings, fruit trees, 

of insects and insect pests, provision of breeding-bull, organisation of rural 
shows and dissemination of agricultural knowledge through lectures and issue 
of leaflets formed the chief help rendered to the ryots by the department. 

61. The diseases which came to the notice of the department were 
coeoanut leaf disease, stem bleeding disease of the coeoanut trees and mahali 
of the arecanut trees. They were cured by spraying. The insect pests that 
prevailed during the year were the mango hopper and the swarming caterpillars. 
These were kept under control by the adoption of the course suggested by the 
department. 



















salt, having more or less been assimilated to that in the n 
there was hb tdnbpt'ation for smuggling. 

ABKAKI- 

78. There was no change in fche bhari ad umis 
The arrack for consumption continued to be supplied 
Tiifehur. The temporary warehouse at Ernakulam wh 
frbtn the distillery formed the source of supply to t 
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Cochin-Kanayannur and Cranganur, while the other taluks received their supplies 
direct from the distillery. With the improvements effected in the distillery and 
with the enhanced rates allowed to the supply contractor, the distillery was able 
to keep sufficient stock of arrack to meet the demand from consumers. The con¬ 
sumption, however, was lower than in the previous year. 

79. The total demand under arrack and toddy for the year amounted to 
Bs. 7,52,954 against Bs. 5,79,943 in the previous year or an increase of Bs. 1,73,009 
due to the higher rentals fetched at the auction sale of shops. Adding to this 
current demand, the balance of Bs. 15,986 pending collection at the beginning 
of the year, the total demand for the year stood at Bs. 7,68,940. Of this a 
sum of Bs. 17,533 was written off as irrecoverable and the balance with the 
exception of Bs. 30,236 was collected during the year. 


80. The total collection under excise duty amounted to Bs. 2,61,866, 
including Bs. -5,063 apportioned to Cranganur, against Bs. 2,79,732 in the previ¬ 
ous year or a decrease of Rs. 27,856—this decrease being due to the fall in con- 

53,620 cocoanut trees, 7,548 palmyra trees, and 5,372 sago trees were 
licensed in the year under the tree-tax rules for the supply of toddy in the whole 
State. The tree-tax amounted to Bs. 96,469 against Bs- 94,473 in the previous 
year. The whole demand was collected during the year except a sum of Bs. 1,793 
pending collection at the close of the year. 152 cocoanut trees and one sago tree 
were licensed for the supply of toddy for the manufacture of bread against 125 co- 

27,882 against 25,521 in the previous year and the fees realised smmScUo 
Bs. 9,885 against Es. 9,088 in 1095. 21 foreign liquor retail licenses against 20 in 
the previous year were issued in the year for a fee of Bs. 100 each. No wholesale 
lioenses were applied for during the year. 3 foreign liquor taverns were also sold 
in auction during the year against the same number in the previous year and the 
rental fetched Bs. 2,620 againstBs. 830 in the previous year. One license for Bs. 50 
for the sale of foreign liquor in the Emakulam Bailway Befreshment Boom, 15 
licenses for the possession and sale of medicated wines for a fee of Bs. 20 each and 
41 occasional arrack and toddy licenses on account of fairs, festivals, etc., for an 
aggregate fee of Rs. 184 were also issued during the year. 

31. The consumption of arrack for the several Taluks of the State dur¬ 
ing the year was as particularised below .— 


Proof gallons. 



or 39,554-875 gallons proof, against 65,319-65 gallons proof in the previous year. 
The decrease in consumption was partly due to the general increase in the selling 
price of liquor and enhancement of duty: The figures for the previous year were 
phenomenal owing to a sudden jump in consumption. 

82. 523 abkari oases were detected in the year against the same number 
in the previous year. Including the 15 pending cases of the previous year, the 
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Bs. 6,794 during the .year. This is partly due to the increase of pay sanctioned 
to the subordinate staff o£ the department and partly to the debit to the depart¬ 
ment itself of the cost of the. manufacture of anehal stamps. The reciprocal 
Y. P. service introduced in the beginning of the year worked satisfactorily. The 
anehal rates were revised in the latter part of the year under report. The question 
of making the department an earning one is under consideration. 


BAILWAY. 

111. The State Kailway was, as in the previous year, worked hy the Raiiwij. 
South Indian Railway Company under the agreement entered into .with them in 
January 1908. 

112. The gross earnings of the Railway during the year 1920-1921 “ a 

amounted to Bs.10,17,567, as against Es. 9,74,638 in the previous year. Deducting 

from this an expenditure of Es. 6,81,000 on .account of maintenance charges (in¬ 
cluding the Company’s share of the surplus profits according to the agreement) 
the net receipts came to Ks. 4,36,567 which represent 42'90 per cent of the gross 
receipts. The net earnings gave a return of 6'13 per cent for the year 1921 on 
the capita! outlay of Es. 71,11,812. 

113. The following statement shows the net earnings on account of the NSj „n™«s. 3 
Eailway and the percentage on the oapital expenditure for the past 13 years:— 



114. The total number of vessels that entered the port of M&lipuram dur¬ 
ing the year was 24 against 67 in the previous year and all of them were steamers, 
their aggregate tonnage being 67,194 against 63,224 in the previous year, A 
sum of Es. 7,318 was collected as port dues against Es. 7,133 in the previous 


115. The stamp revenue during the year was Es. 5,98,850, as against 
Es. 6,24,788 in 1096. The decrease is mainly dne to the investiture of more 
Panchayat Courts with small cause jurisdiction where only reduced rates of court 
fee are required and the general economic conditions. The expenditure under 
Stamps during the [year amounted to Es. 42,688, as against Es. 35,731. The 1 
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125. Including the 5 appeals that were pending at the beginning of the 
year the District Magistrate bad for disposal 204 appeals against 254 in 1095 J 
of which 197 were disposed of against 249 in the previous year leaving a balanced 
of 7 at the close of the year. Che number of appellants concerned was 308 
against 379 in 1095. The appeals of 290 persons were disposed of, appeals being 
rejected in the case of 16 persons, sentences being confirmed in the case of 163 
persons, modified in the case of 9 persons and reversed in the case of 100 persons 
as against 59,166, 14 and 135 respectively in 1095. Proceedings were quashed in the 
case of one person and further enquiry was ordered in the case of another against 
nil and 4 in 1095. The average duration of appeals disposed of by the District 
Magistrate was 26 days against 22'2 in 1095- The Sessions Judges had for dis¬ 
posal 30 appeals involving 49 persons against 48 appeals involving 106 persons in 
the previous year, of which 29 appeals involving 48 persons were disposed of leaving 
one appeal involving one person pending at the close of the year. Sentences were 
confirmed in the case of 34 persons, modified in the case of 4 persons, and reversed 
in the case of 10 persons. The average duration of appeals disposed of by the 
Sessions Courts was 76 days in the Anjikaimal Sessions Court and 30 3 days 
in the Triohur Sessions - Court against 77 and 27 respectively in the previous 
year. The Chief Court had fordisposal 2\ appeals involving 41 persons against 
30 appeals involving 52 persons in 1095. Of these 22 appeals involving 39 
persons were disposed of leaving 2 appeals involving 2 persons pending at the 
close ©f the year. Of the 89 persons involved in the appeals disposed of, sentences 
were confirmed in the case of 14 persons, reversed in the case of 20, modified in 
the case of 4 and new trial was ordered in the case of one. The percentage of 
confirmation was 35'9 against 85T in 1095. The average duration of appeals 
disposed of by the Chief Court was 47 5 days against 37 9 days in lo95. 

126- The District Magistrate inspected all the Subordinate Magistrates' 
Courts during the year* Mr. Justice P. I. Varugis inspected the two Sessions 
Courts and the District Magistrate’s Gourfc. 

o Rs. 57,964 


128. As in the previous year there were 9 prisons during the year under 
report, viz., the Central Jail at Viyyur and the eight subsidiary jails at Mattan- 
cherry, Ernakulain, Cranganur, Irinjalakuda, Triohur, Wadakhanchcrry, Chittur 

129. At the beginning of the year the population in the Central Jail 
consisted of 171 convicts, 1 nnder-trial and 14 civil prisoners. 3.19 convicts, 75 
under-trials and 101 civil prisoners were admitted and 375 convicts, 76 under¬ 
trials and 100 civil prisoners were discharged during the year, leaving 115 con- 

passed through the Central Jail or remained in it during the year against 732 in 
1095, the average daily number being 140’38 against 170'21 in 1095. Of the 
total number of convicts, 8 were undergoing rigorous imprisonment for life, 8 
rigorous imprisonment exceeding 7 years, 73 rigorous imprisonment exceeding one 
year, 53 rigorous imprisonment exceeding 6 months, 332 rigorous imprisonment for 
6 months and less and 16 simple imprisonment. The number of reconvicted pri¬ 
soners who were classed as habituals was 129 against 194 in 1C95. 
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367 suits pending at the end of the year. The District Judges had 345 suits (339 D ; 
original suits and 6 summary suits under the Tenancy Regulation) at the begin¬ 
ning of the year, received 370 suits (351 plus 19) and disposed of 366 suits (343 
plus 23) leaving as arrears 349 suits (347 plus 2) at the close of the year, against 
394, 363, 412 and 345 respectively iu the previous year. Of the 347 original suite 
pending, 1 was over four years old, 4 were over three years, 8 over two years, 

three years, 25 over two years, 72 over one year, 67 over six months and 161 be¬ 
low six months in 1095. The MunsifEs and the District Judges disposed of S,788 01 
and 287 contested suits respectively against 4,889 and 286 respectively in the 
previous year. The average duration oi contested suits has increased in the case 
of original suits in all munsiffs’ courts except in the Eroakulam Munsiff s court 
and the Additional Munsiffs court and in the case of small oause suits in all 
except in Chittur. But in respect of original contested suits it fell from 539 
days to 499 days in the Anjiiaimal District Court and from 319"4 to 273'5 days q, 
in the Trichur District Court. The percentage oi appealable decisions of the 
munsiffs appealed against and the . percentage of such decisions confirmed 
on appeal were 14'9 and 6386 against 12'09 and 55'7 respectively in 
the previous year. 44'26 per cent of the decisions of the District Judges 
were appealed against of which 495 per cent were confirmed against 34'04 
and 60 7 respectively in 1095. Including arrears the Munsiffs and the District E, 
Judges had for disposal 18,979 and 948 applications respectively for the 
execution of decrees against 19,786 and 1.027 in 1095. Of these 17,316 and 
737 were disposed of against 18,298 and 834 in the previous year. The Pan- ! 
ohayat oourts had for disposal 889 execution petitions of which 820 were disposed 
of against 545 and 507 in 1095. 

138. The District Judges had 301 appeals at the beginning of the year, api 
received 625 and disposed of 606, leaving 320 as arrears at the close of the year, ™ 
against 241, 624, 564 and 301 respectively in 1095. Of the 320 appeals pending 
at the close of the year, 10 were over one year old, 82 over six months and 228 
below six months, against 6, 59 and 286 respectively in 1096. The average dura¬ 
tion of appeals decided after contest increased in both the District Courts from 
265 to 296 days in.the Anjikaimal District Court and from 149 to 165 days in the 
Trichur District Court. The Chief Court began the year with 205 appeals (100 cfl. 
regular appeals and 105 second appeals), received 296 (162 plus 134) and disposed 
of 228 (107 plus 121) leaving as arrears 273 (165 plus 118) at the close of the year 
against 173, 279, 247 and 205 respectively in 1095. The average duration of con- 
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, 141. Seven graduates-in-law were enrolled as vakils of the Chief Court, 

16 were admitted as vakils of the District Courts, and the Munsiffs’ Court pleader- 
ship certificates were granted to 7 persons. 

112. The receipts for which credit is due to the Civil Judicial Department 
were Es. 3,30,031 against Us. 3,52,560 in 1095. Against the above revenue, the 
Davbar incurred an expenditure of Bs. 1,53,650 against Bs. 1,42,497 in the 
previous year. 


REGISTRATION. 


143. Including the temporary registry office at Pazhayanur and the ex¬ 
perimental registry office opened exclusively for the Triohur Town there were in 
all 25 registry offices at the beginning of the year. The former was made per¬ 
manent in the course of the year and the latter allowed to continue for 1096 also. 
The number of offices in the year remained the same as in the previous year. 

144. The number of documents registered during the year was 56,407 
against 61,618 in the previous year. Of these 34,309 were compulsory and22,098 
optional, as against 36,129 and 25,489 respectively in 109a. The number of wills 
registered was 267 against 252 in the previous year- Of these 15 were executed 
by Brahmins, 120 by Sudras, 56 by other Hindus, 68 by Christians and 8 by Mu- 
hamadans. The average value of a document registered rose from Ks. 497 in 1095 
to Es. 547 in 1096. 

145. Of the total number of 56,407 documents registered, 55,540 or 98'46 
per cent were registered on the day of presentation against 98'97 in 1095. Of the 
remaining 867 documents 808 were registered within one week and 59 after one 
week. The number of documents refused registration was 101 against 122 in 1095. 
Including the 7 registration appeals pending disposal at the end of the previ¬ 
ous year, the Superintendent had in all 66 appeals for disposal, of which 52 were 
disposed of leaving 14 pending at the close of the year. Registration was ordered 
in 45 cases and the remaining 7 were dismissed, the percentage of confirmation 
being 13'46 against 17’94 in 1095. 

146. The department instituted no prosecutions during the year. Two 
complaints were lodged by private parties, one at Oorakam and the other at Che- 
lakkara. The complaint at Oorakam relates to tampering with the register copy 
of a document and that at Chelakkara to the unauthorised taking back of a 
document from the registry office by putting in a false statement before the 
Registrar. Both the complaints are under enquiry. 

147. The Superintendent inspected all the registry offices twice during the 
year and paid surprise visits to ten registry offices. The Diwan Peishkar visited 

148. The receipts and expenditure (excluding Cranganur) amounted to 
Rs- 1,39,646 andRs. 64,801 respectively, against Ra. 1,21,792 and Rs. 53,884 in 
1096. The percentage of expenditure to gross receipts was 49'49 against 44‘25 
in 1095 and the average registration fee per document was Rs. 2—1—7 against 
Rs. 1-12-7 in 1095. 

149. Thirty-six companies were registered during the year against 10 in 
1095. The names of these companies with 'their headquarters are given 
below :— 

Serial No. Nome. Situation. 
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)y the Advisory Committee. Oat of a total demand of Rs. 81,195 and 28,55 
)arahs of paddy for the year, Rs. 46,40-5 and 20,872 parahs of paddy were collects 
tnd a sum of Rs 4,105 was written off, leaving a balance of Rs. 80,685 and 7,6f 
sarahs of paddy at the close of the year- The rece 
Devaswam amounted to Rs. 2 20,054 and Rs. 2,1c 


Rs. 1,32,636 and Rs. 1,15,625 respectively in l095- The transactions of the year 
having worked to a surplus of Rs. 6,978, the opening balance of 1096 which 
amounted to Rs. 23,619 rose to Rs. 35,597 at the close of the year- The invest¬ 
ments of the Devaswam amounted to Rs. 29,554. The renewal operations are 
progressing satisfactorily. 

193. The receipts and disbursements of the Yadakkemadom Brahmaswam 
at Trichur for the year excluding debt heads amounted to Rs. 43,791 and 
Rs 33,503 respectively. The receipts and disbursements under debt heads in¬ 
cluding investments amounted to Rs 31,975 and Rs. 49,338 respectively. The 
transactions of the year having worked to a deficit of Rs- 7,574 the opening 
balance of 1096 which amounted to Rs 32,194 was reduced to Rs. 24,620. The 
investments of the Devaswam rose to Rs. 95,172 and 704 parahs of paddy The 
works of the detailed audit of the old accounts and of the tenantwar demarcation 
of the lands are progressing satisfactorily. 

At the request of the Yogakkars a very important ceremony named 
Trisandha intended to last for a period of about 10 months was started in the 
Madom on 28th Thulam 1096 and continued till the end cf the year, its primary 
object being the recital of the whole of the Rig Yeda by the Nambudris. 


vm PUBLIC WORKS. 


194- The department had, as usual, to carry out both State and contribu¬ 
tion works. The expenditure on State works including establishment charges 
was Rs. 9,06,716, as against Rs. 11,87,940 in 1095. The value of contribution 
work3 carried out in the year was Rs. 60,751 Rs. 2-2,067 for Cranganur, 
Rs. 22,985 for Devaswams and Rs. 15,699 for other departments. Thus the total 
expenditure the department had to control was Rs. 9,67,466, as against 
Rs. 12,39,394 in the year 1095. The establishment charges including contribu¬ 
tion came to Rs. 80,761 or 9T0 per cent on the total expenditure, as against 
Rs. 78,775 or 6'35 per cent in 1095. This does not include charges of the tem¬ 
porary establishment which are debited to the works concerned. 

195. The total expenditure on “ Communications Original ” was 
Rs. 1,35,406, as against Rs. 1,72,433 in 10S5 and on Maintenance and Repairs 
Rs. 1,86,207, as against Rs. 1,71,040 in the previous year. The important works 

(1) Completing the Koxayar bridge on the Velanthavalam road. f2) 
extending the road to the Trikkur river, (3) opening a road connecting Puthur 
and Chaiakudy roads through Chelakkottukara, (4) constructing an embank¬ 
ment across Mullurkaval on the Chittilappilli-Kadanthode road, (5) outright 
repairs to Thommana road, (6) opening roads in regions south of Mulanthuruthy 
and (7) reconstructing the plate girder bridge on the Hill Palace road. 

196. The total expenditure on buildings was Rs. 323„369, as against 
Rs. 6,87,720 in 1095. Most of the important buildings under progress in 1095 
were completed in the course of the year. The work of extending the southern 
malika of the Hill Palace was taken up in the year and good progress was made. 

197. A Sub-Overseer was specially deputed to investigate the scheme for 
the diversion of water from the Chaiakudy river for purposes of irrigation. The 
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216. The hostels attached to Government High schools continued to work ni 8 i> s* 
satisfactorily. There were in all 118 regular boarders and 36 tiffin boarders dur- ho3to1 '. 
ing the year. The health and conduct of the boarders in all the hostels were 
satisfactory. 

217. The number of aided High schools remained the same as that of 1095 A!M m. 
viz., 9; but their strength rose from 791 to 838 1723 hoys and 115 girls]. The total “ h “ k ' 
amount of grant paid by the Sirkar to the Upper Secondary Department was 

Es. 20,447 as against Rs. 15,988 in 1095. 

218. The hostels attached to the aided High schools did'good work- Their Hostels 
strength was 426 as against 414 in 1095. The health and behaviour of the board¬ 
ers were satisfactory. 


219. A second School Final examination was introduced in 1096 for the5&&? > 
benefit of the failed candidates and a second special examination for failed Matri¬ 
culate teachers was also held during the year under report. 767 candidates in 

all appeared for the School Final examination from 14 centres of whom 267 were 
deolared eligible for public service as against 527, 11 and 179 respectively in 
1095. For the special examination for failed Matriculate teachers 15 appeared of 
whom 5 passed as against 12 and 1 respectively in 1095. The receipts on account 
of these examinations amounted to Es. 9,378 and the expenses to Rs, 5,379. 

220. The number of schools in which Lower Secondary instruction was LovarBooonaaij' 
imparted was 61 as.in last year. Of these 35 were Sirkar and 26 aided as against 34 E U “ u °' - 
and 27 in 1095 

221. The strength of the Lower Secondary Departments of Government sirkm otooin. 
schools was 4,791 (3,660 boys and 1,131 girlslas against 4,926 in the previous year. 

The fee collection amounted to Es. 75,613 and the expenditure to Es- 89,391 as 
against Ks. 60,161 and Es. 76, 344 respectively in 1095. The net expenditure 
■was Bs. 13,778 as against Es. 16,183 in 1095 and the average cost per pupil in 
etructed was Es. 3 as against Es- 4 in the previous year. 

222. The strength of aided Lower Secondary schools rose to 2,819 (2,426 Maed sAooi.. 
boys and 393 girls) from 2,555 in 1095. The grants-in-aid given to Lower Second¬ 
ary schools amounted to Es. 20,608 as against Rs, 19,154 in 1095. 

223. 1,651 candidates appeared for the public examination of Form Hf eQBiEa , 

against 1,346 in the previous year and 1,070 or 64‘8 per cent were successful as tion. 
against 798 or 62‘2 per cent in 1095, 

224. Primary education was imparted in 1,015 schools including the Primary Primary 
Departments of the Colleges, High sohools and Lower Secondary schools as against 
1,005 in 1095. Of these, 163 were Sirkar, 271 aided and the remaining 576 unaided and 
indigenous schools against 157, 272 and 576 in 1095, Of fche.168 Sirkar schools 128 
were for boys and 40 for girls. Of these 11 were English sohools 4 being for girls. 

The total strength of the PrimaryDepartments of Sirkar sohools was 31,619 (19,670 
boyB and 11,949 girlslas against 29,333 in 1095. The fee collections from the 
Primary Departments amounted to Es. 46,250 and the expenditure toJRs. 2,93,041 
as against Es. 40,401 and Es. 2,46,194 respectively in the previous year. 

225. The number of aided Primary schools w^s271,the strength being 41,983 AUriUiimq; 
(28,760 boys and 13,293 girls ) as against 37,510 in the previous year. A snm of 

Ks. 1,96,765 was paid as grant to Primary schools as against Ka. 1,76,807 in 1095, 

The increase was due to the opening of higher classes and more divisions, the. 
employment of better qualified teachers and the grant of increments and high® 
sttpddas to teachers; ■ 8 
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stipends paid to teachers under training, a sum of Rs. 13,718 was also speut in 
scholarships and stipends. The scholarships awarded daring the year were 
(1- Three Senior University scholarships at Rs. 15 each and one at Rs. 20. (2) 
Two literary scholarships for women at Rs 20 each. (3) One special scholarship 
to a woman to study for B. a. in Madras at Rs. 15. (4) Two’special scholarships at 
Rs. 25 each. »5) 12 Junior University scholarships atRs 10 each- (0)48 upper 
secondary scholarships at Rs. 5 each. (7) 138 lower secondary scholarships at 
Rs. 3 each. (8) Two scholarships for Muhammedans in the College at Rs 6 each. 
(9) Five primary scholarships'for Mohammedan Girls at Rs. 3 each. (10) One 
special scholarship to a student studying in the School of Arts, Calcutta at Rs. 40. 
(11) Eleven special upper secondary scholarships for girls at Rs. 5 each. 
Besides these there were scholarships and prizes instituted by private gentlemen. 

286. There was the usual close co-operation between the two states of 
Cochin and Travancore in educational matters. 

237. Due attention was paid to the physical exercise of students in the 
various institutions. Field games allowances to the various schools were 
liberally disbursed. The inter-school sports were held during the year at 
Emakulam. The scout movement made much progress and was very popular. 

238. The total receipts and expenditure for the year amounted to 
Rs. 2/26,691 ana Rs. 8,92,231 as against Rs 1,92,133 and Rs. 7,85,444 in the 
previous year. The net expenditure was Rs. 6,66,540 as against Rs. 5,93,311 in 
1095. Of the net outlay 5 per cent was spent on "Direction and Inspection”, 
601 per cent on “Government schools", 30'2 per cent on "Aided schools" and 
47 per cent on “Miscellaneous" as against 5*5,60, 30 and 4*6 per cent respectively in 
the previous year. Classified according to the branches of instruction, 6'6 per 
cent was spent on "Direction and inspection", 3 per cent on "Collegiate education", 
l2'3per cent on "Secondary education", 66*5 per cent on Primary education” and 
11*6 per cent on “Miscellaneous*’, as against 7‘8 per cent, 2‘5 per cent. 1V8 per cent, 
64'3 per cent and 14*1 per cent, respectively in 1095. 

289. The strength of the school fell from 24 in 1095 to 18 in 1096. 
There is a general feeling that there will not be much improvement in strength 
unless the coarse of studies prescribed for the Oriental Titles Examination of the 
University is introduced and the question of its introduction is under consider¬ 
ation. There were 18 boarders in the free hostel attached to the sohool and their 
health and conduct were satisfactory. 

There are 1,554 volumes in the Grandha library as against 1,537 in 1095. 

240- The receipts and expenditure of the year amounted to Rs. 9,760 
and Rs. 8,782 as against Rs. 7,535 and Rs. 8,629 respectively in 1095. 

241. Mr- S- K- Subramania Iyer, Physics Lecturer, Emakulam College,, 
continued to be the warden in charge of the Residential Palace. The year began 
with 11 wards; seven more joined during the year. Two wards left and another the 
4 1st Thampuran expired during the course of the year, leaving the strength at. the 
•lose of the year at 15. Of the three Thampurans that appeared for the inter¬ 
mediate examination one parsed and another passed in part II only while the third 

the Junior Intermediate class two only were promoted- There were 5 Thampurans 
in the School Final class and of these 3 passed- The two Thampurans in Form V 
and the two Thampurans in Form TTI were promoted, while the two Thampurans 
in Form IV were detained. Two of these Thampurans appeared.from Tripuni- 
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Secret; 244. The constitution of the office continu 
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255. Under regulation IT of 1084, 6S licenses for dealing in arms and 
ammunition and lor the manufacture and sale of fire works were issued during 
the year against 67 in 1095. Of these 25 were for dealing in sulphnr, caps, shot, 
etc., 19 for dealing in China crackers, potash, etc., and 22 for the manufacture 
and sale of fire works. 

PETROLEUM. 

■:.56. The number of licenses issued under the Petroleum Regulation 
was 20 against 15 in the previous year and a sum of .Rs- 1,572 was realised to¬ 
wards fees against Rs. 1,560 in 1095. 

FACTORIES. 

267. There were 60 factories at the beginning of the year and 3 com¬ 
panies were registered and 3 practically closed during the year. The total 
towards the close of the year remained the same. They are situated as shown 



268. The number of registered boilers was 89 at the commencement of 
the year and 7 were registered during the year thus making a total of 96 at the 
close of the year. 

259. 18 accidents were reported in the year against 15 in 1095. All 
except one were of a trivial nature and were more or less due to the carelessness 
of the injured. 

PRESS REGULATION. 

260. The number of printing presses at the commencement of the year 
' was 34. During the year, the owners of 4 printing presses, vis., Saraswatki Press 

and Mar Louis Press at Emakulam, Printing press in Vadakkadath Paramba, 
Cranganur and Malayala Sobhini at Kunnamkulam put in their declarations- 
Thns the number of printing presses at the close of the year rose to 38. 

MOTOR VEHICLES REGULATION. 

261. The number of driving licenses issued under the Motor Vehicles 
Regulation was 97 and the fees realised were Rs. 194, against 39 and Rs. 78 in 
the previous year. Thirty-five motor vehicles, including the two renewals, 
were also registered during the year under report realising a total fee of Rs. 343- 

THE SIRKAR PRESS. 

262. There were no changes in the organisation and working system of 
the Press during the year. The total receipts amounted to Rs. 11,230 and th e 
expenditure to Rs. 24,459 against Rs. 7,337 and 23,638 (..respectively in the 
previous year. 
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STATIONERY. 

263 The receipts on account of the value of stationery articles supplied 
to Cranganur, Devaswatns, Municipalities, etc., amounted to Rs. 8,6S0 as against 
Rs. '©,037 in 1095. The total expenditure on account of stationery articles was 
Rs. 98,580. as against Rs. 77,151 in the previous year. The increase is mainly 
due to the rise in the price of papers and to the large payment made during the 
year of cost of paper delivered by Messrs. John Dickinson & Co. 

XII. SCIENTIFIC AND MINOR DEPARTMENTS. 

ETHNOGRAPHY. 

264. Ethnographical researches were continued during the year under 
report. The manuscripts regarding the anthropology of the Syrian Christians 
are under print. 

ARCHAEOLOGY. 

265. The ruins and monuments of historical and archieologieal interest 
continued to be preseryedin good condition. 

THE STATE MUSEUM. 

266. The Museum comprised as in the previous year, of 8 sections. Mr. 
L. K. Anantha Krishna Iyer, the Curator of the Museum having retired during 
the year, the post was abolished and the Museum and the Zoo were placed in charge 
of the Registrar' of Co-operative Kocieties. There have been valuable addition to 
all sections of the Museum. 

237. The Industrial section of the Museum proved to be of great service 
to the industrial classes of the State- Articles manufactured by them were 
exhibited in the Museum and sold through its agency and the Foreign section 
of the Industrial Museum served ns a valuable demonstration to local work¬ 
men. The articles were highly appreciated by visitors from far and near. Towards 
the latter part of the year a sale room as a branch of the Industrial Museum 
was opened at the Krishna Vilas Palace. This branch worked successfully 
and showed signs of progress. During the year articles worth Rs. 28,343 were 
exhibited and articles to the value of Rs. 9,742 were sold. 

268. The total number of visitors during the year was 49,406 as against 
88,301 in 1095. The Museum remained open to school children for demonstration 

269. The Zoo continued to develop. There were many additions to the 
number of inmates, by presentation, birth and purchase. All the animals in the 
Zoo continued te be in good health. 

270. The total expenditure incurred by the Darbar during the year on 
account of the Museum and the Zoo, amounted to Rs. 44,326 as against Rs. 13,274 
in 1095. This large increase was mainly due to the acquisition of land for 
extending the Zoo garden: 

INDUSTRIES. 

271. Investigation about metal work and weaving industries was com¬ 
pleted early in the year and two Industrial Co-operative Societies, one for metal 
work and the other for weaving, were started during the year. The control of the 
work of the Parayas in the Chalakndy Colony was also taken up by the 
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CHAPTER VI. 


CONCLUSION. 


The year that has just gone by has marked a steady advance along the lines 
recorded in the last year’s report. The progress has been well maintained in spite 
of incidents which temporarily seemed to release the forces of reaction. Let me 
refer to the matter more in detail. 

2813. Agricultural Development .—The measures referred to in the last 
year’s report for the expansion of agriculture have steadily gone forward. The 
preliminary investigation of tbe question of bringing additional lands under culti¬ 
vation was completed by the Diwan Peishkar. A forest officer has been placed 
on special duty for the purpose of determining the aotual lands to be disafforested 
and offered for cultivation. After the close of the year he completed this work in 
the Chittur Taluk and the sales of lands found assignable will shortly take place. 
He has now moved into the Trichur Taluk. 

Eeference was made in the last year’s report to the recommendation of 
the Hole Committee to take up the investigation of the Chalakudy Scheme by 
which the waters of the Chalakudy river are to be diverted by a dam constructed 
at a point near Echipara and turned to tbe bed of the Trichur lake. This re¬ 
commendation was accepted during the year and a public works officer has been 
placed on special duty to investigate the scheme in detail and prepare estimates. 
His report and estimates are awaited. 

The preliminary investigation into the question of extension of irriga¬ 
tion in the Chittur Taluk and in promising localities elsewhere has been com¬ 
pleted. Government are now considering the appointment of a special officer 
with irrigation experience with a view to carry the matter further. 

The acquisition of a coeoanut experimental farm near Ernakulam was 
completed in the current year and the Agricultural Department has taken up the 
work of improving it. 

The scheme of agricultural scholarships instituted by Government will 
shortly secure to the State the services of Cochin boys duly trained as agri¬ 
cultural chemists, mycologists and entomologists. The question of erecting and 
fitting up a laboratory for the agricultural chemist is now under consideration. 

283. Industrial Development .—Last year it was stated that proposals for 
the improvement of workers in the cottage industries, particularly of workers in 
bell-metal and brass, mat and basket weavers and haudloom weaver^ were under 
consideration. These were sanctioned in the current year and oo-operative 
societies for the benefit of these workers have been formed, Government making 
large advances on easy terms for tbe purchase of raw materials and giving free the 
benefit of the skilled advice of the officers of the Industries and Co-operative De¬ 
partments. 
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Industrial loans on easy terms have also been sanctioned to assist 
societies formed for the collection of Ayurvedic drugs, of fish products and to 

The stone-ware factory projected at Chalakudy is fast nearing com¬ 
pletion, After the close of the year a decision was taken about the paper pulp 
factory. Applications are being invited for starting one, the State offering cer¬ 
tain facilities in exchange. In these and various other matters connected with 
industries and industrial education, the advice of the Industrial Advisory 
Board has been freely sought, and been freely given, to the great advantage of 
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[ ' The new Leper Asylum buildings at Anapara near Triehur have been 

completed and will probably be ready for opening next February. A Home for the 
untainted children of the lepers has been sanctioned at a spot within about half a 
mile of the Leper Asylum. The building work will shortly begin. 

A great deal of work is being done by the Mattanoherry Municipality 
in the way of opening up new areas to remove congestion by making new roads. 
Work of a similar character will shortly commence in Triehur. 

287. Depressed Classes .—The special measures referred to in previous 
reports for improving housing and -water supply conditions of the Bulayas have 
been steadily continued throughout the year. The special facilities offered for 
their education have been fully availed of and the expenditure under this head 
is rapidly growing. If the present rate of progress is kept up, the time antici¬ 
pated hy the Education Committee when such special measures may be 
discontinued, will perhaps come earlier than they thought. 

288. Constitutional Development. —It was stated in the last report that 
a law for rendering Village Panohayats self-contained administrative local units 
and for giving them increased legal and financial powers had been framed and 
published. Buies were also published for constituting Panohayats by election. 
These measures were discussed at a Conference of all the Panohayats of the State 
held at Triehur in January and February 1921. The measures proposed for the 
introduction of an elective element and for strengthening their admini¬ 
strative and legal powers were approved and have since become law. 
It was however clear from the discussion that public opinion in the 

these Panohayats with powers of taxing the “village community. The policy of 

the State in these matters has been not to hustle the villa* . 

time so that genuine pnblic opinion may develop. In a 
policy it w«s decided that the clauses of the draft bill s< 
of taxation on these rural bodies should be withdrawn. As a result of the 
Panchayat Conference, Panohayats have now been started all over the State 
with the exception of local areas governed by municipalities. The civil 
■jurisdiction of the village courts has been raised from Bs, 30 to Bs. 60. A 
full-time officer under the designation of Registrar of Village Panohayats to act 
as a guide, philosopher and friend to these village bodies has been appointed. These 
Panohayats are doing useful work, but it is essential to the proper development 
of Village Panohayats that in our theoretical enthusiasm for village self- 
government, we should not be blind to their faults and imperfections and give 
them powers and responsibilities to a greater extent than what public, opinion 

During the year the new municipal bill referred to in last year’s re¬ 
port became law. The new law gives municipalities in the State a considerable 
^.measure of financial and administrative independence, and it is perhaps no exag¬ 
geration to say that a large part of the government of towns has now passed 
from the Darbar to the elected representatives of the people. It is too early yet to 
record a verdict, hut so far - the new municipalities have begun well. None of 
them has availed itself of the power given to abolish its pre-existing taxes; oh the 
other hand in every case the councils have taken advantage of the provisions to 
more gratifying, a genuine desire is manifest to 
to demonstrate to the rate-payers that they get 
an adequate return for the taxes they pay. Evidence of this is to he found in 
the recent application of the Triehur Municipal Council for a loan of a lakh of 
Rupees from Government on business terms for the purpose of town im-. 



During the year a Proclamation was published establishing a Legis¬ 
lative Council for the State with a large elected majority. Draft rules for election 
electoral constituencies and rules of business were also published. Criticisms on 
the draft rules were received after the close of the year and are now under scru¬ 
tiny. It is perhaps unreasonable to expect that everybody will be pleased with 
these rules, but the scrutiny so far made in the light of the rules published in 
other Indian States seems to show that the inhabitant of Cochin will not 
have good ground to grumble that he is not treated better than his compeers else- 

5189. During the year the State has passed through anxious and trying 
times. That in spite of them, the record is one of unbroken progress is due in no 
small measure to the wisdom and sympathy of His Highness the Maharaja 
which have been unreservedly placed at my disposal. 

ERNAKULAM, , T. VIJAYARAGHAVA CHARYA, 

D™nb«9,iMl. I DIWAN OF COCHIN. 
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